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Housing Timeline

• January – CoA Council adopts Strategic Plan
• Update OCP

• April – Province releases Homes for People

• June – CoA Applies for Housing Accelerator Fund (HAF)

• September – Province issues Housing Targets order

• November – Province adopts Bills 44, 46, and 47

2023



Housing Timeline

• January – Launch of OCP update

• February – HAF announcement

• April –
• Provincial secondary suite loan program 
• Bill 16 introduced

• June –
• Adoption of SSMUH
• Adoption of Transit Oriented Area
• Land Use Contract Expiration

• July – Launch of CoA Secondary Suite incentive program

2024



Official Community Plan

OCP vision & policy is 

implemented through:

• New development

• Financial planning, capital 

projects + service delivery
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2 PRC Master Plan
Service Delivery

Take efforts to increase the extent, health and 

diversity of the tree canopy ...

Policies, Plans & Studies

• Prepare Urban Forest Management Strategy

• Update Tree Protection Bylaw
target

4 Implementation
• Tree Protection Bylaw

• Development Bylaw

• Development Permit Areas

• Financial planning

• Capital projects/service delivery

3 Urban Forest Strategy
• 40% canopy cover by 2045

• Develop City tree policy

• Develop biodiversity strategy

• Strengthen tree protection & replacement

• Others ...

URBAN 

FOREST

1

4 3

2

EXAMPLE

1 OCP
Policy 5.2 Urban Forest and Tree Canopy

Expand and strengthen a healthy and diverse 

tree canopy to improve air quality, carbon 

capture ...

• Establish a tree canopy coverage

BACKGROUND
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Housing Roadmap

Housing Supply Act

(a.k.a Housing Targets

a.k.a “Naughty List”)
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• Housing Needs Report 

updated every 5 yrs

• Align OCP & Zoning Bylaw, as 

needed

• Public hearings not permitted 

where rezoning is consistent 

with the OCP
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HOW WILL 

PROPERTIES BE 

AFFECTED?

Outside the UDB:

» 1 accessory unit on all 

lots zoned for single-

detached.

» ~250 existing 

impacted lots

Small-Scale 

Multi-Unit 

Residential

HOUSING LEGISLATION - BILL 44, 2023



HOW WILL 

PROPERTIES BE 

AFFECTED?

Within the UDB:

» 1 accessory unit on all 

lots zoned for single-

detached.

» 3-4 units on all lots 

zoned for single-

detached and/or 

duplex.

» ~21,800 existing 

impacted lots

HOUSING LEGISLATION - BILL 44, 2023

Small-Scale 

Multi-Unit 

Residential



Balanced Approach

Small-Scale Multi Unit Housing |

Implementation

Topics Housing Type Zoning Regulations Parking Lot Size Housing Tenure

Options

Attached Existing Existing Existing Enable Strata

Detached Province Province Increase Prevent Strata

- - Hybrid - -

18Provincial Guidelines



Current Zoning – City of Abbotsford

.5 Duplex



Rezoning
Development 

Permit
Building 
Permit

Current Development Process – City of Abbotsford
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Secondary Suite Incentive Programs

• April 17th - Provincial secondary suite loan program open 

- Forgivable loan of up to 50% of the cost of renovations (up to $40K);
- Loan forgiveness:

- Homeowner continues to live in home;
- Suite rented out below market rates for at least 5 years

• July – Launch of CoA Secondary Suite incentive program

- Expedited building permit process
- $10K after construction

https://www.bchousing.org/housing-assistance/secondary-suite



Questions?


