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Volunteer

Cities provide community and
neighbourhoods, a place to call home,

a place for purpose and leisure. As

a volunteer | get to give back to my
supporting community and have time to
help my neighbours. Giving a bit of time
to help an event be successful, or just
picking up garbage on the street, or being
ready to be called upon should there be
an emergency need, just doing a bit here
and there is rewarding for me. By being
involved | get to meet all the other good
people who live, and volunteer, in our city.
Thanks for the chance to say, “Thank you!”

Art

| love working with people from different
diversities. It gives me an opportunity to
learn about different cultures. | have also
loved working with the kids as it gives me

a chance to do certain activities that | have
never done when | was a kid like dressing
up last Halloween when | was volunteering
with ARC. Also, working with the community
brings me joy and have helped me become
a better human being.

Arosh

| enjoy my picking garbage volunteer time,
as it gets me out in the community to see
what's going on! Often people comment
and say thank you as they see me doing
this community service. My parents taught
me we need to give back to our community
to make it work!

Elaine

We love that we can be involved in giving
back to the city that we have called our
home for many years. Having both retired
and needing to find purposeful activities
in our lives during the isolation of Covid,
we took this opportunity to help clean
our streets as this was a safe activity to
do that would get us out into the fresh air.
Having taken the step into volunteerism,
we enjoyed helping with Canada Day
celebrations and seeing the diversity of our
city; interacting with so many individuals
that we would otherwise not have the
opportunity to meet was very impactful.

Myrna and Errol

I'm very glad | decided to volunteer as a
“trail-keeper” over three years ago. Stoney
Creek Trail is only a block away from our

house-it's almost our back yard. On the
Trail | can work independently, at my own
pace and schedule. It is a bonus that | get
to meet a great variety of people and their
dogs. Another reward is that it gives me a
reason to indulge in a hobby: publishing

a "newsletter” and maintaining a website
dedicated to the Trail.

| am so thankful that Abbotsford provides
“wild" parks as well as those with
“recreation facilities.” It is not a chore but a
pleasure to visit the Trail every day to keep
it free of litter. It was especially so during
the Pandemic lock-down.

Nevertheless, meeting people, spending
time in nature and publishing while doing
something useful - | can't think of a better
way of spending my years of retirement.

Dave

As a community volunteer for so many
years, | have been able to connect with
other like-minded individuals, while giving
back to the community that has been home
to me and my family for over 45 years. The
volunteer clean ups, tree planting, Canada
Day celebrations are some of the events
I've taken part in, and each has provided
me with great personal satisfaction. | take
great pleasure in volunteering and knowing
that it makes a positive impact on my
community. As Churchill stated, “you make
a living by what you get. You make a life by
what you give.”"

Kulwant
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@volve .

inspire. inform. invigorate.

Volunteer Services supports
the Involve Symposium through
organizing the event and supplying
volunteers. Abbotsford leaders of
Community Organizations, Amateur
Sports Teams, Arts Groups, not

for Profits and Small businesses

We invest in building
relationships that facilitate
alighment by celebrating
our volunteer contributions.
Volunteer Services recognizes
volunteers regularly through our
social media engagement. We love
to post various volunteer efforts
and accomplishments which
showcase the amazing work
City volunteers do in Abbotsford.

We actively manage our City

finances with exceptional care.

The City of Abbotsford currently
has active 7,746 volunteers who
have contributed approximately
78,179 volunteer hours in 2022.
These volunteers contribute to
added service levels that wouldn't
otherwise be accomplished. The
estimated value of the City of
Abbotsford’s volunteer activity

7,746
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FOR EVERY DOLLAR
SPENT ON OUR
VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS
a value of

59.34

is returned in
unpaid volunteer activity.

ORGANIZATIONAL
ALIGNMENT

We support the efficient and effective
delivery of our City services and programs.
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Volunteer Services partnered with Abbotsford
Fire Rescue to develop the Extended

Volunteer

attendees joined us for our one- VOLUNTEERS

...You'll be glad you did!

PRTTERRIES ¥ day virtual workshop to attend
: innovative workshops.

SOCIAL 3,

(EVVA) is $1,954,475.00. This
figure is developed by utilizing the
total estimated volunteer hours

CONTRIBUTED

The City of Abbotsford’s
total organization volunteer

Emergency Support Service Volunteer (EESS)
program. This group provides support to the

78,1 79 investment ratio (OVIR) is

HOURS IN 2022 9.34. For every dollar the City
(approx.) of Abbotsford spends on the
g volunteer program it receives a
return valued at $9.34 in unpaid
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regular Emergency Support Services (ESS) team
at Reception Centres when needed to assist
our community in times of need. This assistance
includes providing food, lodging, clothing,
emotional support, and family reunification.

| . :
N contributed in 2022 (78,179) and

multiplying this by an assigned
hourly rate of pay ($25/hour)

for $1,954,475.00 ($25/hour :
) :

LS O 221 V volunteer activity. This is a :

9.3:1 ratio. This figure is derived  :

Es(;rll:“‘n,glﬁa.}’:é# E  fom taking the total EVWA O }

ACTIVITY ($1,954,475.00) and dividing

00 this by the city’s total financial
$1,954, 475 . investment in the volunteer
program (125,544.00).4

Community Clean up Month Volunteer Services is involved
photo contest. \olunteers in the regional Inter-municipal
across the community were Volunteer Leaders Network
also invited to submit a photo which is comprised of Volunteer
of themselves volunteering for Coordinators from across the Fraser
a chance to win one of 20 prize Valley who meet to
packs. Prizes included City of share information, ...
Abbotsford branded items and support each other and
a gift card to one of 10 different collaborate on industry
location businesses. standards, tools and

best practices.

VIBRANT
ECONOMY

We support the development
of a vibrant and diverse
economy by helping

to champion volunteer
opportunities for a wide range of
residents and community groups
which strengthen and support
the City’s business, arts and
culture economies.

When equating volunteer
hours to a full-time year-
round job equivalent (FYJE)
it would result in 40.7

FTE's. This figure is derived
from taking the total number

of volunteer hours (78,179)
dividing it by 40 hours per week
then dividing by 48 weeks.®

’ 40.7 FTE'S

Cemetery Marker Maintenance; In conjunction
with the Parks team and the Abbotsford
Genealogical Society, Volunteer Services provides
supplies and direction to assist with cleaning
markers and headstones, debris removal, edging,
and minor horticultural maintenance at City
cemetery sites. This program has becoming
increasingly popular and includes volunteer
champions at all four city cemeteries; Aberdeen,
Musslewnhite, Mt. Lehman and Hazelwood.

SUPPORTING
VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

2 Calculation suggestions are from the Measuring the Economic Value of Volunteer
Activity from the International Year of Volunteers in partnership with Volunteer Canada.

3 Calculation suggestions are from the Measuring the Economic Value of Volunteer
Activity from the International Year of Volunteers in partnership with Volunteer Canada.

4 Calculation suggestions are from the Measuring the Economic Value of Volunteer
Activity from the International Year of Volunteers in partnership with Volunteer Canada.

Along with Assigning Economic Value to Volunteer Activity: Eight Tools for Efficient
Program Management.
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RECEIVED TD TREE DAYS GRANT - $10,725.25
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clean-up initiative
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