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MORE THAN RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Working Together  
FOR  A

Better Future

Improving Bylaw  
Compliance in the ALR

Learn More and
Take Action

Help protect food security by sustaining  
places for agricultural growing,  

production and processing.



Need More  
Information?
BYLAW SERVICES
Phone 	 604 864 5512
Email 	 bylawservices@abbotsford.ca

Bylaw 	 abbotsford.ca/city-services/ 
Listings 	 bylaw-services/bylaw-listings

Bylaw 
Service 	 abbotsford.ca/bylaw-service-request 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Here to assist you with finding a suitable  
location for your business and materials.

Phone 	 604 864 5586

ENGINEERING
Call for questions related to soil permits. To  
apply for a permit complete the online form.

Phone 	 604 864 5514

 	 abbotsford.ca/city-services/permits-		
	 licences/soil-removal-deposit-permit

Self Report ALR Non-Compliance  
by May 31, 2022 to Avoid Fines! 

The City is providing a self-reporting period from  
March 1 to May 31, 2022  

if you are contravening bylaws for any of these  
key areas impacting Abbotsford’s farmland.

STEP  

1

STEP  

2

STEP  

3

Self-Report Now     March 1 - May 31

Landowners/residents have 3 months to  
self-report. The City is here to help.  
Compliance efforts = No Issued Fines.   

Get Educated  	 March 1

Read this brochure and get informed!

Direct to Fines     	 June 1 

Fines issued to those who do not self-report  
non-compliance to Bylaw before June 1, 2022.  Help us improve bylaw compliance  

in Abbotsford’s ALR!

Preserving Our 
Agricultural Land 
Learn how you can help improve  
bylaw compliance in the Agricultural  
Land Reserve (ALR) and start making  
changes today with this helpful guide!

The City of Abbotsford plays an important role in 
supporting the long-term viability of ALR lands and 
ensuring agricultural areas are used for the intended 
purpose. The City’s AgRefresh planning initiative was 
tasked with updating regulations for farming areas 
and setting a path to improve bylaw compliance in the 
ALR. Project research highlights commercial vehicle 
parking, unauthorized storage, and illegal fill as key 
challenges negatively impacting farming areas. 

Unauthorized Commercial  
Vehicle Parking

• Reduces area available for agricultural  
	 production.

• Washing, maintenance, and parking can 		
	 result in environmental contaminants and  
	 compacted soils.

What You Need To Know

Max of 2 commercial vehicles  
permitted to park on a property  
(if unrelated to the farming  
activities on the lot). Subject  
to conditions, including a  
requirement that the owner of at least one of the 
commercial vehicles is a resident on the lot.

Unauthorized Storage

• Reduces area available for agricultural 		
	 production, diminishing the collective  
	 productivity of the ALR.

What You Need To Know

Storage of materials related to  
farming activities is permitted  
on the lot.

Unauthorized non-agricultural uses such as 
storage of recreation vehicles or boats not 
owned by the resident, wrecked vehicles, 
construction equipment and outdoor storage 
is not permitted.

PERMIT

Soil Deposit and Removal

• Directly impacts soil quality and drainage 		
	 patterns in the Agricultural Land Reserve, 		
	 often to the detriment of the non-compliant 	
	 parcel, adjacent farmlands, and watercourses.

What You Need To Know

Soil Removal and Deposit Permit  
required when removing or  
depositing any amount of soil onto any lands  
(ALR and non-ALR). May also require approval 
from the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC).

* Soil can refer to clay, silt, sand, gravel, cobbles,  
boulders, peat or any substance of which land is  
naturally composed down to, and including, bedrock.

email	 bylawservices@abbotsford.ca  
online 	 www.abbotsford.ca/bylawcompliance 

Self Report non-compliance to the City  
by email or online before   June 1, 2022


